ou. 


x Here be four Heads of Reaſons 
No which the abſolute nece 
» Bp of a Religious Correſpondency 


Se between the Gadly Party of 

F this Common-wealth and for- 

raign Proteſtants, may be made 

manikfeſt- 

1. The firfÞ is taken from the truth of our Chriſtian , 
Religion whereof we make profeſſion. 

2 The ſecond from the preſent ſad condition of the 
Churches. , + | 

3. The third from the uziverſall danger of the Pub» 
lique States of Troteſlants., | 

4+ The fourth from the peculiar and weighty Bngage+ 
ments under which the Godly party of thir Nation 

' doth ftand for the per formance of this duty, more 
then any people of the world. 


Of che firſt. 


N the truth of our profeſſion of Chriftianitle, there 
T6 four things which oblige us mainly to maintain @ 
" Religious Correlpondency. with our Brethren of 
the ſame profeſſion in forraign parts. 

1, Firit the Subſtancials wherein vhe- truth of the 
Profeſſiondoth con{ift.” © © 
-2+. Secondly the Ends for which the graces and gifts of 
Godare giventous, in the ruth, and received by us. 

- 3- Thirdly che Means by which we may attain to 
theſe ends. * | JARS £5 15 
- 4» The truth of our profeſſion doth conliſt in the 


x 4, {pungdneſs of the Doftrine of Faiib; and farche holineſs 


Tg” A of 
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2 
of the life of the profeſſors; Tit. 1. 1, 3,$, 9. to advance 
and maintain both thele towards one another, and to- 
wards all nicn : the profetfors of Chriſtianity are ob- 
lged by the ipeciall commandment of God concerning 
the Ci m munion of Saints, which conlifts not onely in 
the con;junftion ot Belegvers, to ſtrive together for rhe 
Faith of the Goſpel, Fhil. 1: 27, Jude z- buralſojn a re- 
all endeavour by prayers to ſtrive one tor ancther, Eph, 
6. 18. and in the communication of cheir gi'ts and gra- 
cet, to provoke one another unto loye, .and to go 
works, Heb. 10. 24+ Now theſe erideayours canhi” t pole 
ubly be put torth by us, except.ome Religious Cortel- 
pondency for the ini uaining of Truth and Holineſſebe 
intended azd upheld amonglt Proteſtants,therefore ſuch 
" a Correſpondency is ab(olutely neceſſary to be minded 
by us; and it we mind ic not, it is evident that we come 
ſhore.of a fundamental! dury; and fall under che guilt of 
breaking the (.ommunivn of Saints; of negleQing the 
fight. tor the faith, and vt careleſneſſe to provoke others 
unto love and goud works, which God will certain! 
require at.our hands, if we continue todo fo. having {o 

reat cauſe and ſo much opportunity to do otherwile. 

2. The End for which God doth give the gifts and 
graces of his Spirt unto the Saints ; is, that the members 
of the body of Chrilt ſhould profit thereby one towards 
another, x Cor. 12.7. and that they ſhould trade there- 
with to gain.more. graces for themſelyes, Luk, 19.12. 
13. Mat. 25.14. but it is no morepoſhble to do this 
without maintaining an intercourſe of ſpiricualCorref- 
pondency one with another, then it is poſlible co the 
dif joynted member of a natural body, to conveigh 
blood and nouriikment each to other. Therefore a courſe 
of relig'ous Correſpondency is abſolucely neceffary for 
this cauſe allo: and if this be not intended, Gods aime 
in giving his gitts unto his Saints and Churches is not 
fultilled, and he will certainly depriveſuch of the gifts 
which they have received, who continue under the guilt 
ot age hap: Pg a right ule thereof. . For if the end of 
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Gods giving ſtould be an(wered by our receiving, then 
weare bound in conſcience to receive grace onely tor 
the advancement of his glory, 1 Cor. 10.31, and ot our 
mutual ecification, 1 Cor. 14.26, & Rom, 14.19.and 15.24 
and if theſe two Ends are {o ſubordinate one to another, 
that God cannot be glorified otherwiſe by us, then by 
this, that we bring forth much frait one towards ano- 
ther; Joh. x5. 6 ( for our good cannot reach ro him as 
Dave iaith, Pſal- 16.2. but to the Saints that are in the 
earth, and to the excellent ones in whom ought to be all 
our delighy 76:4, w, 3; ) then it'will foilow that the main 
uſe of alhyrace, is the improvement thereot towards 0« 
thers, Bur it.is not pofſible to intend this improvement 
of our gocdnetle towards the Saints for mutuall edifi- 
cation, except weuſe means to know one anothers ſpi- 
rituall:condition by ſome courſe of ſpirituall Correſ- 
pond: ncy3 theretore ſuch aCorreſpondency is wholly 
necefary to be ſetled and entertained, it we will not de- 
prive God of his glory, and che Saints of the intereſt 
which they ſhould have in us by the right uſe of our Ta- 

lents towards them. ; | 
3+ The Means by which theſe Ends are to be attained, 
is to endeavour to keep the Unity of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace, which we are commanded, and by many 
reaſons exhorted to do, Eph. 4.3, 4,5, 6, Now this en- 
deavour being the cffe& immediately flowing fromCha- 
ritie, which 3s the chiet editying grace as appeareth by 
1 Cor, $. 1, & chap. 3. p. totun. & Ephe. 4.15,15, And (ee- 
ing Charity cannot be maintained, nor editication ad- 
yanced, nor the unity of the Spirit upheld, except there 
bean eddeavour put forth to take notice of one ano- 
thers ſtate ; thereforea Correſpond: ncy.tor mutual in- 
telligence in ſpirituall matters tending to unity and 
peace in the protetion of the Truth, is a thing abſolutely 
neceſſary amongſt ſuch as intend ſincerely to uphold the 
Trath ottheGofpel-profeſſion.; oc if they intend it not, 
itis evident that they come ſhort, of the fundamentali 
duty of the lite ot Gyiltiooley, by negleQing the uacepe” 

HW @ 


- 


9 1 


| (4) | 
of mutbal edificarion wherein God is chiefly glorified 
and ſuch as continue in'this negle&; and order not their 
way atight in the profetion of the Goſpel, ſhall never ſee 
the ſalvation of God, Pſal. 50. 23, 
> 4; "A. , 


| Of the Second. | 

T He preſent condicion of the Churches comes under 
a two-fold Contideration, the vneis in retpeRt af 
themſelves, the othcr is in re{pett at their. common Ad+ 
verſaries. | 
The Churches confidered wikhin theprielves; are foun1 
to be in thcir particular relations,noc onety tor tlenof 
art at a diſtance, and ftrange's ro each others attaiis z 
ut many of them aieeven at open detiance and -oppos 
ſition to one anuthers weltare, which is rhe more to be 
blamed and lamented, nut onely becaute this behaviour 
js direQtly oppo 'te tur ertuth of rhe protetfien of Chri- 
ſtianity, to Guds cndfn giving, and our du.ic in recets 
ving gitts and + rac-s; aud tw the means appuimed £9 
reach the ends we are bound to profecuce ; but becatue 
this miſ-bchaviour tems to nic ever contrary tw com+s 
mon ſenſe and reaion. 1o that it may be wondered at 
how it fals out amunglit incelligent men, tha: their uns 
derſtandings in fundamental matters ot Faich bcing © 
fully conſonant, their aticCtions ſhould be to far dis-ſo- 
nant : and aga'n in matters of duty, - their con(gience 
being for the main bound up to one and (he ſame Rule, 
which is the word of God; how they (hould be at fo 
much diviſion and ſtrife about the application of that 
Rule unto leſſer matters. Furthermore it is no ſmall 
wonder unto me, that-they having the Oracles of God, 
and therein two Rules of RI Incerpreration pre- 
ſcribed, viz. the Analyſis of the Text, and the Analogy 
of Faith ; that the ſchoJafticall' way of handling Evyan- 
gclical debates ſhon!d be ſo much in uſe, and that in the 
debates about the depth of ſecret and unſear. habe my- 
ſteries ( which all iides eonfe!ſe ro befuch/Ythere ſhoukd 
be ſo much Aninzolity. And laflly, chat where the tub» 


ſtance 


ſenſible efteRs of 


< 
fiance is agreed unto, and EMA outlideof the profeſſion 
onely, there is ſome difference about pradential and cir- 
cumitantial matters ofOcder, Di(cipline, & Government, 
there (ſhould be fo little condiicention and mutual torbea- 
rance madeuſe of, notwithſtanding all the acknowledg- 
ed precepts and ducies of Chriftian charicy, and long ſut- 
fering tor mutual edification. Now that trom this unrea- 
ſonablen«ſs of div tion,and : he great want of moderatipn 
and diſcretion, in managing che ſame, ſcandals and of. 
fences (ſhould infinitely be mujtiplyed amongſt che Chur- 
ches is no wonder at ally, for how can it þe otherwiſe, 
when all charicable thoughts are laid alide, and no bow- 
els of compa!lion by reaion of humane trailcies cntertai- 
ned, but that all manner of provocations co offences will 
on all hands be both given andcaken; whenee prejudices 
will: cominually be more and more hcightned, and rhe 
Spirit of rite wil (as we ſee it doth ) carry vn the parties 
to. embrace in” their oppolite courles,, wordly 
intereſts of a contrary nature, that they may crols each 
others advantages: by which means the work takes in- 
feniiblepoſieflion of the hearts ot Profetiors, which makes 
them for the moſt part mind.more the formality of their 
partial way, then the timplicity-of che Goſpel. and che 
power of Godlinels : ſo that the lite of the ſpirit ( thuugh 


much pretended unto by ſome, and not altogether un- 


known to others } cannot break. through co work any 

oiinc{ſe and {piriceal edification z but 
-al] the mcans thereof, and the wayes of holy communi- 
on being either negle&cd or obſtrafted and the prophane 
world obſerving our miſcarriages the way of 1ruthand 


| Holineſſc is <vill fpoken of by them, and the nanie of 


Godis blaſphemed tor our fakes 
Now to Remedy theſe evils, and to draw the Churches 
to ſome principle or degree of ſpiricual unity, that the 
wrath of God inay be prevented( which may juſtly ſuffer 
-us to devour one another, till we be cunſumed one by a- 
nother, or the Candleſtick removed from us a'l) letus 
mind bur one Apoltolical _ © be put ig pratile a-- 


3 mongſt 


Phil, 3-15. - Ls * e066 
NY « abour the matter of Circumcition, and it is this: If yebe 
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(6) 
-mongſt us, whereof the equity is altogether undeniable 3 
and there way be yer ſome hope ot our pre.ervation in 
ftore, This Rule is given to the Philippians to heal the 
breach which was between the Jews & Gentile Bellevers 


otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this unto you : never- 
theleſſe whereto we have attained already, let us walk by th: 
ſame rule, let us mind the ſame thing. It then we could be 
lo happy, as to beableto perſwade the Churches to ob- 
fervethis part of the Rule, one towards another : firſt, 
mainly to bear cach with others imperteftion in knows 


ledge, till God reveal further his Trath ; and then if in 


the mean time they would own one another in that 
whereunto they havealready attained; and therein walk 
'by one Rule, and mind the ſame thing : that is, -intend 
that good towards others, which they would have others 
intend towards them; the miſchief which through the 
neelett of this duty is like to enſue might be prevented ; 
but how to make the Churches ſen(ible of the neceflity of 
obſerving this Rule and Precept,is ſcarce imaginable, ex. 
cept ſome Godly party would profeſſedly own this as a 
duty towards them all in common, and undertake to 
provoke them by ſome religious way of Correſpondency 
eo a reciprocall praftiſe thereof, Therefore again ſuch a 
 Correſpondenceis abſolutely neceſſary for the Churchcs 
upon this Confideration, namely to preſervethem from 
the forenamed evils of their home-bred diſtempers, and 
from the wrath'which undoubtedly will follow thereup- 
cn, if they continue therein, 

But if the Churches belook't upon with reſpe& unto - 
their common Adverſaries, the Papifts on the one hand, 
and the Prophane, the Hypocrites,and the Atheiſts on the 
other ; all whickt encmies Jay the Churchcs waſt ſeverall 
waics, and undermine their Settlement : this religious 

-C orreſpondency to maintain the unity of the Spirit in 
that whereunto they bave attaincd, will yet appear more 
abſolutely neceſſary: Forit is without all contradiftion 
<#Ident, that nothing doth 10 much advancethe wiſhes of 
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Papiſts, and the pou of Atheiftical Sta' eg-men againſt 
the profeſſion ofthe truth, as 'our Divifions amorigt ouc 
ſelves. And theſe Adverfarics chiefly the Papifts mike ie 
—apAierk = a eds of ſubcite Emitlacics af _ 
s, (which the Colledge de propare:de fide, as they cal 

tr doth maincain ) co'foment hel wee of axceg rv. 
orders,in hope that there5y we ſhall be made a prey unto 
them ac laſt. Now to ks this advantage our of their 
hands, and co ſtop the gaps whereby they break in upun- 
us, that they may cunninyly heighten our paſſions, and 
make our divitions irreconcilible ; there js no likely way 
bur this, that'fome Godly and' coniiderate Party fhon'd 
ſtir up the reſt to corre(pond with it (elf, and each wich 
another,in theſe main and tundamental Dutics & Truihs 
of Chriſtianiry, wherein they are all uniced, and where- 
unto they have all attained, notwithſtanding their diffe- 
renc opinlons inleffer matters. And- except ſome ſach 
courſe be taken, there is no humane poſſibility to prevent 
the effe&tf the plots which che Papall Conclave hath a« 
gainſt the Churches, which It hach proſcated and doch 

roſecute with indefatigablediligence,wich innumerable 
Agents of ſeveral ſorts, with immenſe coft and charge, 
with all manner of crafty intinuations; and tar precen= 
ces, and with all the zeal that either the opinion of deſer- 
ving heaven, or the hope of temporal Greatneſs, Power, 
and Profit can breed in Superſtirious, in Ambicions, and 
in C -vetons minds. Theretore'ro countermine theſe pra- 
tites'of the common Adverſaries, and to cut them 'hort 
of the advantag:s; by, which they will at laſt work out 
their ends, if nv remedy be found : this religious Corret- 
pondency in things whereunto the Churches have attai» 
ned, is abſolutely neceffary ; and wichout ſome inter- 
courſe between them to this effeR, irc will be ww cm 
as'to men to prevent the miſchief which will enſue, 


. Of the Third. 


: Sfor the Proteſtant ſtates in G?rmam,and ell ewhere 
A through ot Exrope 3 it we look upon the onu ay + o 
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their weakening and unſettlemenc hicherto, we mayealily 
read theirdeftiny.in. time to corhey 1tthele Caulcs-beenge 
ſpeedily. removed. For it is certain thauthe Houſe of cda- 
iaandthe Papall Conclave, (ince-the dayes of Charles 
whe; V.., When the firſt warre abour: Religion-was qaiiced, 
ia the year 1 546-bave encered into a League tor Exiir- : 
pation of the Protcſtant Party, which hath bednto-this 
day. maintained. between them and.uhe DD thereof 
conſtantly, proſerutcd ;:por hacthizany thing bock Goft and 
laſt given them the advaneages, of all-theiy tncealidls,: ſo 
muclz as the divided afietiovgs and neglefted Intereftuof 
Proteſtants amongk theraſc]ves, about matters of Religi- 
an : tor the Ele&or of Saxvnje in this lalt war, did betray 
and deſert firſt che Ele&or Pa/atine in his. undertaking, 
and made him miſcarry in the defence of the Proteſtant. 
Cauſe, onely becauſc.he was jealous; that the Calvuiniſts 
( as they are called ) ſhould become too great in the Em- 
pire. And then afterward he refuſed tojoyn in the Swed 
Evangelical Confederacie erefted at Heilbmar, in t 
year 1633- onely becauſe he would notbe engaged to 
waintain a War for the ſecuring of the C alvinſt, ibep- 
ties, joyntly with the Zutherans, which the. att 
dertook to do: and althuugh at the pacihieation of Mun- 
fer, in the year 1648. the Suedes have caricd it, viz, that 
the Rights of both Zatherans and Catviniſtc,and their Li- 
bertics, ſhall be £qually ſecured and upheld in.the Ger» 
ware Empire yet it is maniteſt, that not onely the Em- 
peror ever lince tath perſecuted the Proteſtants more theg 
ever before in his Hereditary Lands, and that atthis pre- 
ſent Dyer of Raribone, nathing hath been ratitied which 
was concluded at Aſwnſter, to the advantage of the Pro» 
eſtant Cauſe 3 butrthe whole matter of that Treatie re- 
lating thereunco bath rather been made.Diſputable, and 
is hitherto without effeft, and will henceforth be made 
void; becauſc he Popehaving &chred that whole Trea- 
tic prejudicial tothe Church, and conſequently mull : the 
zrat0usPapiſtis bound.not. to keep irg thoug 
it, fecing hehathdiſpenced with his Oath, it being a- 
gainſ? 
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gainſt the pnblique good of the Church- Thus alchongh the 
Swedes did conſtrain the Houſe of Atria to a peace with the 
- Proteſtant Party 3 yet they will but watch for their opportu- 
nity to break it with adyantage as ſoon as they can , (6 that it 
is is manifeſt, that che Emperor baving gotten his ends 
at this ,to have his Son made King of the Komaxer, doth 
fill proſecute his deſign ro bring the Proteſtant States under 
his and the Popes ſubje&tion, and to make himſelf abſolute in 
the Empire: nor is thereany humane poſſibility to prevent the 
futureprevalency of the Auſtrian abloluteneſs, and the etfe& 
of the Papall league therewith for the extirpation of the Pro- 
ecſtanc Party, but by removing the cauſes of that weakening 
and unſettlement which hath hitherto befallen unto them, 
which are none other but their want of concurrence and hear- 
ty Correſpondency in a common intereſt for common ſafery 
and Goſpel liberty. It therefore this concurrence,and the Cor- 
reſpondency in religious matters, which is to be the true 
nd thereof, cannot be procured nor maintained among(t 
Proteſtants z it is apparent that the Cauſe wil be loſt,and thac 
henceforth without a miracle ( which we have no ſpecial pro- 
miſe to hope for in this caſe, ) no ſafety can be hoped forro 
ſecureand preſerve the Proteſtant States in Ewrope : ſeeing they 
are not onely in Germary, but out of Germany alſo z not only 
divided and ſhattered in their Counſels without any Correſ- 
pondency for a common aime, but even falling out one with 
another, and hercely breaking one anothers ſtrength; which 
Divitions the enemies {eek with induſtry to foment, as is ap- 

rant between Us, and the United Provinces. 

Therefore ſuch as can fore-ſee this eminent danger (and e« 
very one that is rational cannot bur fore-ſee ic) and ſuch as 
can diſcern the onely remedy thereof to be ſuch a religious 
Corerſpondency as is here ſued for ;and yet are not willing to 
ſet this remedy a work for common ſafety : it is evident that 
ſach are not onely unfaichtull tothe cauſe of Religion, but in 
their heart Deſerters and Betrayers of the common intereſt of 
Proteſtants, which God certainly will call them to an acconut 
for, if he hatch b*truſted them with means fit to uphold the 
ſame for his cruths ſake: for God doth give a Banner to his 
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people for his truths ſake; and ro whom the Banner is given, 
they are bound to diſplay it, Pſal. 60. 4. but how toditplay 
it without ſome religious Correſpondence towards a concur- 
rence in the work of common editication, is not imaginable z. 
and therefore ſuch a Correſpondency is abſolutely neceilarys 

If thediladvantages which Proteſtants lic under at this time 
for want of a mutual Concurrence in their - common intereſt, 
ſhculd be recxoncd up in particular, this Diſcourſe might be 
' inlarged untva greac Voium , but this is noc ſutable to my 
ſcope,an4 needles at this tine; it will be {uihicient ro obſerve, 
that whereas heretofore in_the Empire, the Voyces in the 
Elc&oral Colledge were equall, viz. three Proteſtants, and 
thrce.-Papits; and the War was raiſed for che caſting Voyce,, 
namely that of the ting of Bohemia, whether the Proteſtanc 
or the Papiſt thould have it : now it is apparane that rhe iſſue 
is not cnely a determination of that Voyce, to be Hereditari- 
ly annexed anto the Huuſe of Auſtria, bur that in the other 
Voyces of that Culledge, the Papiſts have gotten Four for 
Three, ſo that in the Supreme Sphere ofthe Empire, the Pro- 
e:{tanc Party is wholly weakencd; and if ( as =o is cauſe to-- 
Ciipe&)cl at the cldett Princeot the Saxon Eleftoral Houſe, wil 
. turn Papiſt, then ir is likely the Five Papiſts will caſt out the 
Two remaining Proteſtants, Brandenberg and Palatin, which 
are ſo weak already that they can make no defence, it any af- 
{au!t ſhould be made againſt them. 

As for the other diſadvantages both withia and without 
the Empire, there is ſcarce any great Proteſtane Farai!y, but 
the Papall induſtrie hath gotten ſome branch of ic to graft it 
upon theold Stock ; by which mcanes all manner of inſtru- 
ments are prepared to divide and break them within chem- 
ſelves: as formerly the Emperor Charles che V. brake the 
S:x0 Family by ſetting Mavnrice againſt John. 

In France, all the places of Security which the Proteſtants 
had, are taken from them ; and that which in former time the 
Romane French Church rejeQed as a prejudice unto their Li- 
berty,is now received and admitted,viz. the Council of Trex, 
which the Papall Conclave, and the Houſe of Auſtria have 
made a yoke to be impoſed upon the necks of all States 

through-- 
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throughout Exrepe : and whoever will not ſubmit unto it, is 
ro be cut offs Thus both in Germany andin Fraxces the Deſign 
of ſuppreſſing the Proteſtant Proteiſion, is ſtrongly carryed 
on; and there wil be no poſſibility to hinder it in humane ap- 

arance, but all appearance to haſten it, if there can be no 

eligious Correſpondence ſet a foot amongſt the heads of the 
Proteſtants to concur in thoughts'which ſhould advance the 
Goſpel, and fertle rhe grounds of common tatery togtheir 
mutual preſervation. Such then as are betruſted with the pub- 
lique management of the affairs of Proteſtants, and makeit 
not any pert of their work to advyance a Religious Corre(- 
pondency to this efte&t amongſt them, when they have the 
Means in their hand, and ability and opportunity todo ic, 
will have much to anſwer before God. Therefore ſuch a Cor- 
reſpondency is abſolutely neceffary to be intended and main. 
tained ; not onely for the advancement of the Truth of the 
Goſpel,in ſerving Chriſt with one thoulder againft Ancichrift, 
but in reſpeft of outward ſatety, and the fecuring ut our Na+ 
turall and Spiricuall Rights and Libertics, to our iclyes, to 


our Brethren, and to our Poſterity, 


Of the Fourth. 
Ow if it hath been Convincingly made out both upon 


Spi: i:ual and Rational grounds, that for the advance- 
ment of Chriſts Kingdom in the world, and for the outward 
ſafety and Preſervation of the Churches, a Religious Cor. 
reſpondency is abſolutly neceffary unto them ; then an En- 

-quiry may further, and ought alfo to be made of two things. 
Firl, to whom chiefly the procurement of this Correſpon- 
dency doth belong. Secondly, How it may be procured and 
obtained amongſ the Churches? And to anſwer thete Que- 
ries, I conceive we may ſay thus firſt in the Generall. 

That the procurement of this Correſpondency, doth chiefly 
belong to thoſe who ſtand moſt in need thereot for their own 
welfare and ſafety, and who have moſt eminently engaged 
themſelves to undertake the procurement of it. And that the 
way to procure it amongſt theChurches, can be none other 


but a Chriſtian endeavour to live and converſe with other 
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Profeſſors in the communion of Saints, which is not tolook 
to our own things alone, but that every oneſhould look alſo 
Phil. 2-4. to the things of others ; andits the conlideration of others, ta 
H65-19:24 provoke them untolove, andto'good works, 1. 
This much in Genei4ll but then to Anſwer the firlt Query 
*in particular ; [| conceive it may be truly taid; - _ 

That the Godly Party living in this Common-wealth, doth 
and in more need of this Corteſpondency:tor the weltare of 
their Cauſe, and for their own ſafety, then any other Chur- 
ches dv; and that rhis ſame Party, hath more eminently En- 
aged it ſelf towards God and Men,toundertake the procure. 
ment of this Correſpondency, then any other Churches have 
done, -And to make out both theſe Afſertions-to be truths, 
I [}all briefly offer theſe Conliderations, 

" Firſtinreſpe& of the need which they Rtandof is ; it is in 
my apprehenhon thus. 

The Godly Party of this Nation hath been led forth in a 
peculiar way of afting againſt the world, and againſt Anti- 
chriſt, which others have not been acquainted withall. 

This ating hath ſet them in oppoſition, not only to the 
world and Antichriſt, in a more dire& way then others, but 
ako put them at a diſtance from their Brethren themſelves 
who partly by reaſon of their weakneſs, partly for want of 
thac information which-we ſhould have given them ; partly 
becauſe they have been prepoſſefled with talſe and injurious 
Informations againſt us, are for the moſt part fo offended at 
us, that they {cruple ro own us as Brethren, and look upon us 
rather as Apoſtates from the Cauſe, and cut of from all Rela- 
tion towards other Preteſtants ; in their eſteem we are a ncw 
thing, ftart up and ſtanding alone by our ſelves. Now to be in 
fuch a condition, ſcemes to be tor us very unſafe; for if our 
Enemies be able without any centroule, to repreſent us unto 
the world, and to the Profefiors of the Goſpel], as Monſters of 
Men ; and if we take no thought how to vindicate our Cauſe 
from falſe aſperſions towards our Brethren, and towards Men 
of impartial judgement ; the Cauſe of Chriſtian and civill Li- 
liberty which we have undertaken and maincained hitherto, 
caunct Proſper, but myſt aceds-ax laſt miſcarry in our age. 

or 
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For theproſperity of theCauſe,is nothing elſe but the gaining 
of Godly Mens Aﬀe@ions-at home and abroad to it : and it 
we make no Appilcation to our Godly Brethren and Neigh-' 
bours, to (ct them righe, and intorm then of the truth of our 
Cauſe and Proceedings, and: to intereſt ther to Correſpond 
with us upon a Goſpel account ; how can our Proceedings be 
ſuccelieful ? how can our Cauſe be juſtified ? and how can we 
promiſe ſatety to our ſelves, when our profelied Enemies, tos 
gether with our mitled Neighbours, ſhall joyntly conſpire and 
riſe up againſtus ? Lknow, and/ am contident that the Cauſe 
will proſper in Gods hand, and /that he will carry it on, and 

reſerve the Inſtruments thereof, who follow him in his way; 

at Jdo not fee anyground tobelieve that he wil doit withour 
the ordinary Goſpel Means of propagating the Truth, and of 
maintaining the Communion of Saints. It then he doth intend 
to preſerve us, and to make uſe of us any further in this his 
work ; I am very confident that he wil ſec us in the way wher- 
unto he hath pR—__ to give a bleſſing, which is the way 
of Brotherly love; in a Religious Correſpondency towards 
the reſt of the Churches profelling his Name in the Truth, By 
how much then our undertakings are more reſolute and de- 
ftruftive to the courſe of the world, by ſo much they arc the 
more difficult to be carried on ; & therefore we ſtand the more 
in need of the help and concurrence of the Godly, every where 
to carry it on with us toa goodifſfue. And by how much our 
preſent Leaders in the Cauſeare leſs interefſed in the Godly 
Party abroad; by ſo much if they deſire to provide in Gods 
way for the ſucceſs ot the Caule, and for their own fafery 
therein : they ſhould the more apply themſelves to advance 
a Goſpel-intcreſt towards all the Profeſſors thereof; and 
maintain with them to this etfe&, a Religious Correſponden- 


cy therein. For as.a man that isin a fight, doth not make uſe 


of any one of his members alone ; but all the members of his 
bady are fer in a poſture to concur, & ſupply mutual ſtrenzth 
as ſtanding in need of each others help : {o in this 
confi of-the Body of Chriſt againſt the Powers of the 
World, and the ſubeilty of Ancichciſt; as all the Churches 


are aimed at and affaulted, ſo they ftand in need of one _ 
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thrrs help ; and that part ok. the body which is moſt violently 
alaulted, flanderh moſtin need of the afliſtance of the reſt for 
its ſatety. Now it is withoutall doubt, that the Godly Party 
of this Nation, is moſt in the eye of the Enemie ; and when 
the Univerſal breach ( which is near at hand ) berween Pro- 
ceſtants and Papiits ſhall be made, it will be moſt violently pue 
at; therefore it doth ftand moſt in need of help, and is bound 
for ics own ſafety in a Goſpel wap to endeavour to receive it, 
But the matter of Danger wherein we are more then others, 
is not the onely reaſon which doth oblige us. to procure this 
Correſpoudcncy morethen others; but the Engagement which 
lies upon the Godly Party fot this Nation more eminently 
then upon others to procure it, is another obligation bind- 
ing us thereunto. 
This Engagement is eminently apparant in three Decla- 
rations of the State, 

Firſt, In the Remonſtrance of the State of the Kingdome, 
publiſhed by the Parliament, Amo 16471. | 

Secondly, In the National League and Covenant of both 
Kingdoms. | 

Thirdly and Laſily, In the Declaration of this preſent Pars 
liament, publiſhed the 12th. of J=ly, this year 1653. 

In the Remonſtrance of the;State of the Kingdome, at the 
Jatter end thereof, the Clauſcobliging the Godly Party which 
then did manage Publique Atairs, to mind a Correſpouden= 
cie towards forraign Proteſtanrs, is expreſſed in theſe words. 

We will labour hy all offices of Friendihip, to unite the Forraign 
Churches with us in the ſame Canſe ; and to ſeeke their Libertie, 
Safety, and Proſperity, as bound thereunto by Chxrity to them, and 
by wiſdome for our own oood : for by this means our own ſtrength 
ſhall be increrſed, and by a mutuall concurrence to the ſame com- 
mon End, we (hall be able to procure the good of the whole body of 

.the Proteſtant Profeſſion | 

This is as ſolemne a Promiſe, fully and expreſly obliging 

them to ſeek this Concurrence and Corre(pondency, as can 
in ſo tew words be expreſled. 

In the National League and Covenant,the laſt words there- 
of engage alſo deeply thoſe that did {wear itzto delire ——_ 

nately 
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nately as in the preſence-of God, and conſe 
portunity ſkculd be to endeavour ſincerely this 

T hat the ſucceſs of our proceedings, maybe delfverance and ſafe- 
ty to all Gods peopleyard an encouragement to other Chriſtian Chur- 
ches groaning under, and in danger of the yoake of Amichriſt1an 
Tyrarnie, to on with us inthe ſame or likg Aſſociation and Cove- 
nant to the Glery of God, the enlargement of the Kingdoms of Chriſt, 
ard the peace aud Tranquility of Chriſtian Kingdomes and Com- 
mon-Wealths. 

This profeſſion being made. in-preſenceof God, with a hand 
liftred up unto Heayen by the Godly Party af both Nations, as 
it is confcionably to be minded; fo it cannot reach the End 
for which it was made, to give an cercouragement to other 
Chrittian Churches, to aſſert joyncly with us their Goipel Li- 
berty, except we «ndeavour to maintain a Religious Correl- 
pondency with ther, . 

In the Declaration of this preſent Parliament, which is ad- 


ntly when op- 


drefſed in exprefle terms : Fo all Gods people as well in Neigh- Page 2 


bour Nations as inthis ; the proteſlions are more zealous and 
large to this cfie&t, then any of the former. For: declaring 4 
great exeftatin of the bre ing forth of the Kingdame of C briſt 
tn all the earth, they mantfeſt their fanth and hope to this effett ; 
That Ged will rot {fer his people here to deal falſely with him in 
his C as-ſe, till he hath accompliſhed his great workg, and brought a- 


Page 3, | 
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bout his great Ends : whereupon their earneſt praver is put up #un- Page 6. 


to him;that God would unitetheir hearts to himſelſ,that they may be 
one «mong ft themſelves, and with all the people of God, who are 
menibers of the Fody of Chriſt ; and that they may be fitted and u- 
fed as Inſiruments in the hand of God for a more full and clear re- 
vealing of the I ord Jeſus, and a right promulgation of the bleſſed 
Coſpet,and the true mtereſt of his Kingdom,and the advance there- 
of, that oppreſſing yoaks may be broken, and all burthens removed ; 
that his T aberracle may be fully raiſed up, - ani his Temple built 


by his Spirit, that all bis people may have one lippe, one heart, one Page 7- 


conſent,one houlder to bow down and worſhip him : that the emvi: of 
Judah ard Ephraim may be tak;n away, that they may be one tt: 
ore fold with one Shepheard ; that the Swords and Speares may be 
nerned into plough Shares and pruning hookes, and the earth filled 


with 
| 


POTTED: © 
with the knowledge of the Lord, as the wters cover the Sea. 
Now where wich rofeſſions are o ſolemnly and fo largely 
in a publique way aAdreſſed unto God, and all his people in 
this and in Neighbour Nations, and madein” a manner the 
chief matter which is aimed at in this preſent Parliament; 
what can be conceived more obliging cowards the Underta- 
king of the work? If cherefo:e we ſhould put forth no endea- 
vours to perform this Duty, whereof we acknowledge our 
ſelves ſo tully convi&ed, by ſo many Profeſſions, and Vowes, 
and Prayers, and Declarations; will it not be a guilt lying ſo 
much the heavier upon us inthe day of our accounts, by how 
much the more we have Sogager our ſelves unto it. Certain- 
ly God will not be mocked; and if after ſomany Proteſtati- 


ons in times of diſtrefſe, and Deliverances fince obtained, and 
Succeffes given in to inable us to perform our Vowes and En- 
gagements ; we ſhould undertake nothing towards the dif- 
charge of this Duty, which lyeth ſo eminently upon us, our 
euilt will ſuddenly overtake ws, and the puniſhment thereof, 
if not prevented by ſome attemprs ſutable to our Engage- 


ments, will be fearful and ſevere. 

Thereforerhat it may be prevented,the ſecond Que: Ic fhould 
be laid to heart ; viz. How. a Religions Correſpondency may be 
procured and maintained between the Godly Party of this Nation, 
and the Forraign Proteſtant C hmrches ? | 

Now to anſwer this Querie, it is not my ſcope at this time, 
I onely do intend to {hew the neceſſity of laying it to hearr, 
by thoſe who ſhall think themſelyes concerned in finding ſome 
reſolution thereunto; and as it ſhall pleaſe God to move their 
hearts and open their inclinations,to ſet forward in their way 
this Debgn : if they will ns me therewith, { ſhall nor 
ccnceal my thoughts from them, which 1 ſhall conceive con- 
ducibleunto this End and Purpofe, which herewith I com- 
mend to the providenceof God, and the prayers of Godly 
Souls ; and having diſcharged my Conſcience for mine own 
part thus far in this matter, I ſhall wait for 'the hand of God 
»a iced thoſe that loveihim further, and remaine for Sions 
ſake, as inall theſe troubles have beenall along without par- 
tiality according to my ability, 

Their fairhful Servant in the Communion of Saints. 
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